Job 42

Vss. 1-6

In this final chapter, we begin with Job admitting that he’s got the message: God is
great and he is not. But we must be careful here. Too many people live feeling
justified independent of God because God IS so great and they are so small as to be
meaningless. In the movie biopic of Winston Churchill, “The Darkest Hour”, the king
asks Churchill about his relationship with his father, to which the prime minister
replied, “He was like God, busy elsewhere”, as if young Winston had been
completely unimportant as a child to both his father and to God. Many people take
the view that they are so utterly insignificant that God has no interest in them. But
we must remember a) that for God so loved all the tiny little people of this world so
much that he gave His only Son that they might be saved and come live in eternity
with Him b) that we may see ourselves as insignificant, but that our Savior is One
who leaves the 99 to go in search of the single lost sheep no matter how small ¢)
that throughout the Bible we are referred to as little children, that God looks at all of
us as if we are only 3-4 years old; He knows how little understanding we have, that
at best we see through the glass darkly, and yet He is always gracious to us.

Job acknowledges that God has unlimited power and that His purpose/plan cannot
be stopped. He admits that he has, “declared that which | did not understand,
things too wonderful for me, which | did not know.” He admits in vs. 5 that he has
drawn his conclusions about God based on what he only has heard, but now he has
seen with his own eyes and repents “in dust and ashes”.

Vss. 7-9

Now God deals with Job’s three friends, speaking directly to the oldest, Eliphaz the
Temanite. Eliphaz, being the oldest of the three, is singled out by the Lord as their
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representative. God’s “wrath is kindled” against the three because they are no
different than Job in that they too severely lack understanding and are teaching and
lecturing as if they spoke with authority and certainty. They “have not spoken of Me
what is right”, God declares. This has a ring of James 3:1. “Let not many of you
become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter
judgment.” Remember that in Matthew 18:6, Mark 9:42, and Luke 17:2 we are told
that Jesus declared that it would be better for someone to have a heavy millstone
hung around the neck and then cast into the sea than to cause a believer, one of
God'’s “little ones”, to be led astray, to stumble.

The Lord sees their sin as so great that He requires a great sacrifice and for them to

seek forgiveness from both He and Job. “...go to My servant Job, and offer up a burnt



offering for yourselves, and My servant Job will pray for you. For | will accept him so
that | may not do with you according to your folly, because you have not spoken of
Me what is right...”. God has accepted Job’s repentance and now requires the same
from the three friends. And they are fully forgiven because it is none other than Job
himself who will pray that they be forgiven. Remember that when the Risen Savior
appeared to the disciples in John 20:21-23, He said to them, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent Me, | also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, their
sins have been forgiven them. If you retain the sins of any, they have been retained.”
So Job prayed for their forgiveness and the Lord accepted Job’s prayer.

Vss. 10-17

Once Job was forgiven and had fully forgiven his friends, he was also fully restored.
Please note the direct link between Job’s willingness to fully forgive and to be
himself fully restored and forgiven.

That Job was fully healed of his illnesses is implied as he could not returnto a
normal social life otherwise, with “all his brothers and all his sisters and all who had
known him before (coming) to him, and they ate bread with him in his house; and
they consoled him and comforted him for all the adversities that the Lord had
brought on him. And each one gave him one piece of money, and each a ring of
gold”. No doubt the gifts of money and gold were given in apology for essentially
turning their backs on him when he was at his lowest and his acceptance of their
gifts as an act of forgiveness and restoration.

And the Lord blessed Job with twice the number of animals that he had lost as well
as the same number of the 10 children he had lost. It is interesting to note that only
the girls’ names are mentioned and that they received the same inheritance as the
boys.

“After this, Job lived 140 years, and saw his sons and his grandsons, four
generations. And Job died, an old man and full of days.” Did he get all the answers he
was looking for? No. In our life we have to be able to live well without fully
understanding, living while only “seeing through the glass darkly” and living with the
mystery that there is an all powerful, all knowing, and infinitely creative God in
Heaven...who knows me and calls me by name and loves me more than | can ever
know.



