
Job 41 

Vss.1-11 

• Having offered the hippo as the greatest land animal of His Creation, God now turns 
to praise His greatest animal of the water: Leviathan. 

• The great Leviathan turns up in a variety of places in the Old Testament. We find him 
in Psalm 74:12-14 – “Yet God is my king from of old, who works deeds of deliverance 
in the midst of the earth. You divided the sea by Your strength. You broke the heads 
of the sea monsters in the waters. You crushed the heads of Leviathan.” He appears 
again in Psalm 104:24-26 – “O Lord, how many are Your works! In wisdom You have 
made them all. The earth is full of Your possessions. There is the sea, great and 
broad, in which are swarms without number. Animals both small and great. There 
the ships move along and Leviathan, which You have formed to sport in it.” In Isaiah 
27:1 the beast is the object of God’s punishment. In Ezekiel 29 and 32, Pharoah is 
compared to Leviathan. In Amos 9:3, Leviathan is subject to God’s command as an 
instrument of God’s punishment to those who have made themselves God’s 
enemies. 

• So what (or who) is Leviathan? Some argue that it is a mythical creature. In vss. 18 to 
21 we are told: “His sneezes flash forth light and his eyes are like the eyelids of the 
morning. Out of his mouth go burning torches. Sparks of fire leap forth. Out of his 
nostrils smoke goes forth as from a boiling pot and burning rushes. His breath 
kindles coals and a flame goes forth from his mouth.” So this sounds like a fire 
breathing dragon, which “experts” say is purely mythological. Yet, from Wales to 
Wuhan, virtually all ancient cultures have stories of dragons. A famous story from 
Libya is of a dragon who was tormenting the city of Silene. The people began by 
feeding it sheep, but when the sheep ran out, they began selecting their children by 
lottery to give to the dragon. One day the lottery fell on the king’s daughter. As she 
was walking to the dragon’s lair, she was rescued by a warrior named George who 
agreed to slay the dragon if the whole city agreed to become Christian and be 
baptized. He did and the city became Christian and he became St. George, the 
patron saint of England, Malta, Georgia, and Catalonia. So before the “experts” just 
dismiss the dragon as a myth, let’s give the Welch and the Chinese and most of the 
ancient world some benefit of the doubt. 

• Others argue that a more “reasonable” answer is that Leviathan is the great 
saltwater crocodile or the Nile crocodile. The ancients would not have differentiated 
between the two. Given that the Behemoth of Ch. 40 is the hippo, it does seem 
reasonable that the other great beast of the Nile, the crocodile, is the Leviathan. The 
crocodile is a fierce creature and even today can grow to 20 feet in length and weigh 



about 1650 pounds and may have been even larger in ancient times. The saltwater 
crocodile has proven to have the strongest force of bite of any animal in the world. 
Still today, it is estimated that the Nile crocodile kills about 1000 people per year.  

• But do not get distracted by dragons or crocodiles. The real point here is that Job is 
completely defenseless and overmatched by the Behemoth and the Leviathan, yet 
God suggests in vs. 5 that He can play with him as He would a bird. So Job can do 
nothing with Leviathan. Vss. 8-11“Lay your hand on him. Remember the battle! You 
will not do it again! Behold, your expectation is false. Will you be laid low even at the 
sight of him? No one is so fierce that he dares to arouse him. Who then is he that 
can stand before Me? Who has given to Me that I should repay him?” 

Vss. 12-34 

• Perhaps there is a pause as the Lord waits for Job to answer, but as much as the 
man complained about the silence from Heaven, now it is he who is silent. So since 
Job has nothing to say, God continues with His praise of His Creation.  

• The monster’s armor is double mail, sealed tightly, “so near to another that no air 
can come between them. They are joined one to another. They clasp each other and 
cannot be separated.” Its teeth and jaws are a terror. Do not look for sympathy, for 
“his heart is as hard as a stone”. 

• What can humans do against the beast? Swords are useless, as are “the spear, the 
dart or the javelin”. “He regards iron as straw, bronze as rotten wood. The arrow 
cannot make him flee. Slingstones are turned into stubble for him. Clubs are 
regarded as stubble. He laughs at the rattling of the javelin.” 

• The Leviathan is THE apex predator. There is nothing to match him in all of Creation. 
“Nothing on earth is like him. One made without fear. He looks on everything that is 
high. He is king over all the sons of pride.” 

• As fearsome as the Behemoth and Leviathan are to us, they are like butterflies to 
God. They cannot harm him, but are subject to Him and God delights in them. All of 
this is shared with Job (and us) to get a small idea of the gap between us and the 
greatness of God. 
 


