Job 40
Vss. 1-2

e After the Lord speaks for two full chapters, an editor somewhere decided to
start a new chapter with the Lord still speaking, but offering a summation
challenge to Job: “Will the faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Let him
who reproves God answer it.”

e Hebrew language scholars debate the translation of the word “faultfinder”.
Some suggest a better read would be, “Will the contender with the
Almighty yield?” Others suggest, “Will the contender with the Almighty
continue to be stubborn?”

e John D.W. Watts points out that that the term, “he who reproves” God or
“argues with” God is actually the same word used in 9:33 that is translated
“umpire” and asks if God is suggesting that Job has actually been
attempting to be his own “umpire” with God and has been unwilling to wait
for or even want another.

Vss. 3-5

e Job answers, but very quietly with his head bowed in submission.

e Compared to all he has just heard from God, Job declares that he is truly
insignificant. Job recognizes that he cannot answer any of God’s questions
concerning the beginning of Creation or the order of life in the earth.

e Job has been demanding an audience with God, but now that he has the
answer to his prayers, he only wants to cut off the debate. “I lay my hand on
my mouth. Once | have spoken, and | will not answer, even twice and | will
add nothing more.”

Vss. 6-14

e Since Job has forfeited his opportunity to make his case before the court of
the Lord, God returns to questioning him.

e The Lord begins just as He did in Ch. 38, with a challenge to buckle up, to
“gird up your loins like a man!”. But after that comes a much longer and



complicated challenge. Here God strikes at the heart of the problem with
Job’s relationship to Him. Job has made the all-too-common error of passing
judgement on God in order to vindicate himself. But vs. 9 shows how
ridiculous that idea is: “...do you have an arm like God and can you thunder
with a voice like His?”. Job’s own acknowledged drastic inferiority to God
renders such an idea foolish.

e |nvss. 10-14 God points out that there is no way for Job to even begin to
see the world from His perspective. Does Job have the power to right the
world’s wrongs? If so, then why is he complaining to God for he should be
able to save himself! If Job could do that then the Lord would be willing to
praise him (vs. 14)!

Vss. 15-24

e The Lord does delight in His Creation. He loves all of His animals. And here
the Lord sings the praises of His Behemoth...His beloved Hippotimus.

e The Behemoth refers to “The Beast par excellence” as Watts puts it. Others
have suggested a crocodile or a water buffalo and others even a
mythological creature like Paul Bunyan’s Blue Ox, Babe.

e But when you look at the description, “his strength in his loins and his
power in the muscles of his belly. He bends his tail like a cedar. The sinews
of his thighs are knit together. His bones are tubes of bronze. His limbs are
like bars of iron...If a river rages, he is not alarmed. He is confident, though
the Jordan rushes to his mouth”, that is the noble hippo. The hippo was/is
found in the Nile, but also in the swampy areas along the coastal plain and
in Lake Huleh. Even today, the BBC tells us, “Ungainly as it is, the
hippopotamus is the world's deadliest large land mammal, killing an
estimated 500 people per year in Africa. Hippos are aggressive creatures,
and they have very sharp teeth. And you would not want to get stuck under
one; at up to 2750 kg (6062 Ibs.) they can crush a human to death.”

e “Can anyone capture him when he is on watch? With barbs can anyone
pierce his nose?”



