Job 39

Vss. 1-12

We should remember that chapters 38-39 are actually one long piece, divided rather
arbitrarily by an editor somewhere alone the way. Thus we find the Lord still
demonstrating the enormous gap between Him and human kind.

In these verses the Lord is still helping Job better understand the power of God in His
creative work in nature. None of the animals cited here are common, every day
creatures. The mountain goats are the ibex who live high in the rocks and cliffs and are
rarely seen. God has seen to it that female goats and deer mate, carry their pregnancies
until the appointed time, instinctively know what to do when the time comes, have their
babies, and off they all go, and the babies thrive.

And what can a human do with a wild donkey or a wild ox? The donkeys will not listen or
be confined. The wild ox is too strong to be corralled or made to plow. God has set some
animals for man to domesticate and others perhaps for God to just enjoy watching as
they run free.

Vss. 13-18

On the whole, the ostrich was not well thought of in the ancient world. The bird was
considered to be supremely stupid, “... God has made her forget wisdom and has not
given her a share of understanding” verse 17 tells us. The Roman scholar Pliny suggested
that the ostrich’s habit of hiding its head when danger was near was a sign of its
stupidity. Being “more stupid than an ostrich” is a common Arab insult to this day.

One aspect of the ostrich that the ancients disliked was the shrill cry it makes which
sounds like someone in painful grief. And the bird was known for its cruelty (vs. 16).
Lamentations 4:3 tells us, “Even jackals offer the breast, they nurse their young, but the
daughter of my people has become cruel, like ostriches in the wilderness.” Yet despite
this God has made them laughingly faster than a horse and rider!

Vss. 19-25

But God does like His horses, especially His war horses. These are majestic animals
whom He has clothed and made incredibly strong. The horse may not be as fast as an
ostrich but they are smarter, stronger, and knows no fear. “He laughs at fear and is not
dismayed. And he does not turn back from the sword. The quiver rattles against him, the
flashing spear and javelin. With shaking and rage he races over the ground and he does
not stand still at the voice of the trumpet. As often as the trumpet sounds, he says,



‘Ahal!” and he scents the battle from afar and the thunder of the captains and the war

”n

cry.

Vss. 26-30

God concludes this part of His reply to Job with the eagle and the hawk. Whose genius
makes the hawk soar and the eagle to be able to reach the high places to nest? Even
today we are still only beginning to understand the mechanics of avian flight. And from
such great heights the hawk and eagle are able to spy out food, such are the remarkable
qualities God has given their eyes.

Verse 30 refers to another magnificent high flying bird, the vulture. In the Old Testament
the word nesher is used to designate both eagles and vultures, perhaps because when
they are hundreds of feet in the sky it is hard to differentiate them.

What God is doing in His opening speech is to confront Job with the mystery that
surrounds Him and to confront Job with the mysteries he sees all around him but is so
beyond him he misses them. How do the stars move like clockwork? How do the phases
of the sun and the moon work, or the seasons of the year? Why does the sea stop at a
certain place on the shoreline, even a flat shoreline? How do birds fly and how are their
eyes so amazingly sharp? “Look Job! Observe the world around you! Be amazed and
wonder at the intimate details of My Creation. My power and knowledge are on display
all around you if you have eyes to see and a mind to comprehend.” Mark Twain
somewhere said that the things he could not understand about God and the Bible gave
him very little trouble. It was the things he could understand that gave him all the
trouble he was looking for.



