Isaiah Introduction Part 1

Who was Isaiah?

His name literally means “The Lord is salvation”. In its Hebrew form it is
similar to Joshua, Jesus, and Hosea.

The text gives us very little personal information about the man. The
opening of the book in 1:1 tells us that he was the son of a man named
Amoz, but tells us nothing more about his father. The verse goes on to
say that Isaiah’s message was primarily directed to Jerusalem and the
southern kingdom of Judah (the Jews were divided following Solomon’s
reign with Judah in the south and Israel in the north).

8:3 tells us that Isaiah was married, but does not offer his wife’s name,
instead it refers to her as “the prophetess”. Some scholars argue that
she was called this only because she was married to a recognized
prophet, but others point out that a formal designation of “prophetess”
was not uncommon in the Old Testament. Others who were named as
prophetess were Miriam (Exodus 15:20), Deborah (Judges 4:4), Huldah
(2 Kings 22:14), and Nodiah (Nehemiah 6:14). Further, they had two
sons. Like Hosea, Isaiah gave them names with symbolic meaning. The
first was Shearjashub, which means “a remnant shall return” (7:3) and
the younger son was Maher-shalal-hash-baz, meaning “the spoil
speeds, the prey hastes” (8:3). The naming of these two sons were
meant to be a message and a sign to King Ahaz during the crisis with the
Assyrian empire.

When did he live?

1:1 also tells us Isaiah was active during the reigns of Uzziah (783-742
BC), Jotham (742-735), Ahaz (735-715), and Hezekiah (715-687). That
would mean that Isaiah was active at the same time as Amos and
Hosea in the northern kingdom of Israel and Micah there with him in the
southern kingdom of Judah. Truly one of those rare generations!



Scholars assume that Isaiah must have been born sometime between
770-760 BC. If this is correct then he would have been around 20 -30
years old when he began his ministry.

Isaiah’s ministry lasted at least 40 years. If he began the year King
Uzziah died and his last prophecies were during the reign of King
Hezekiah, then he served the Lord roughly between 742 and 687 BC.

Message and Death

The King who followed Hezekiah was a wicked man named Manasseh.
From the beginning of his ministry, Isaiah had been a prophetic advisor
to Judah’s kings. It has been said of the church in America that’s its
primary role in civic life is to be the moral conscience of the nation. This
is who Isaiah was to the Kingdom of Judah.

In this, Isaiah’s role was crucial. First, none of Judah’s kings after Uzziah
were particularly strong kings, in the vein of David or Solomon. They
were very fearful of both palace intrigue on the inside and of the
powerful empires on the outside.

The tension between Judah and the great Assyrian empire was a
constant backdrop to Isaiah’s ministry. On the one hand, the kings were
often too quick to appease the Assyrians which often included
offending God by embracing and practicing the Assyrian’s pagan
culture.

King Manasseh was so eager to appease the Assyrians that he wanted
to stamp out any and all voices and practices of the worship of God.
Jewish tradition says that during the persecution, Isaiah fled Jerusalem
and went out into the desert, but was caught and trapped hiding in a
hollowed out tree. It is said that he was sawn in two by his pursuers
while trapped inside the tree.

Isaiah’s message was against 4 false beliefs: 1) that God would protect
and bless Judah despite its lack of faithfulness 2) that ritual and
sacrifice were all that God required 3) that “the day of the Lord” would
be a triumph for Judah 4) Jerusalem will always be protected



