
Job 38 

 

Vss. 1-11 

• Job’s demands of God are finally and unexpectantly met. God speaks out of a 
whirlwind. The Lord’s speech covers both Chapters 38-39, some 71 verses.  

• Adam Clark points out that the Hebrew word here for “whirlwind” is “searah, which 
signifies something turbulent, tumultuous, or violently agitated; and here may 
signify what we call a tempest, and was intended to fill Job's mind with solemnity, 
and an awful sense of the majesty of God.” 

• God is speaking directly to Job and questions in verse 3 as to who is this Job who 
makes truth diQicult by speaking without any real understanding?  

• Albert Barnes points out that “to gird up the loins, is a phrase which has allusion to 
the mode of dress in ancient times. The loose flowing robe, which was commonly 
worn, was fastened with a girdle when men ran, or labored, or engaged in 
conflict…The idea here is (to make yourself as strong and vigorous as possible, 
prepared to put forth the highest eQort). God was about to put him to a task which 
would require all his ability - that of explaining the facts which were constantly 
occurring in the universe. The whole passage is ironical. Job had undertaken to tell 
what he knew of the divine administration, and God now calls upon him to show his 
claims to the oQice of such an expositor. So wise a man as he was, who could 
pronounce on the hidden counsels of the Most High with so much confidence, 
could assuredly explain those things which pertained to the visible creation.” The 
phrase “like a man” means to be ready to act boldly and courageously. 

• God begins by returning to Creation. His point here is that Job’s human 
understanding is so very limited that the man is in no position to demand 
explanations from God. The idea is that from the beginning God had a plan and a 
purpose to everything and Job wasn’t there in the beginning and is in no position to 
question the mind and ways of God.  

Vss. 12-30 

• In 1-11 God is asking Job, “What do you know?”. Here primarily He is asking, “What 
have you done that would qualify you to question the Creator of the Universe?”.  

• “Have you ever in your life commanded the morning?... Have you entered into the 
springs of the sea or walked in the recesses of the deep?... Have you entered the 
storehouses of the snow, or have you seen the storehouses of the hail?…”. 



• But in the midst of God’s challenging questions to Job, He throws in a rather biting 
ironic and sarcastic line in verse 21: “You know, for you were born then and the 
number of your days is great!” Some commentators don’t like this translation and 
work to squeeze out another way of reading vs. 21 because they don’t like the idea 
of God being sarcastic with a man. Yet one does get some of that with Jesus. John 
1:47 – “Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, ‘Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom there is no deceit!’” 

Vss. 31-41 

• Third, God now has Job look at the natural world, the whole of Creation. 
• The Pleiades are seven stars in the constellation Taurus that appear in Spring. The 

cords or belt of Orion is a string of three stars that lie in the middle of the 
constellation Orion, also known as The Hunter. The Bear is Ursa Major, of which the 
Big Dipper is a part of. 

• The Lord moves from the night sky to meteorology to neuroscience in verse 36, to 
geophysics in vs. 38, and on to lions and ravens in the chapter’s closing verses. 

•  All of this has the same feel as Isaiah 55:8-9. “‘For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts or are your ways My ways,’ declares the Lord. ‘For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than 
your thoughts.’” Certainly we have all had that moment when things are so wrong 
with the world we just want to cry out WHY!? And we may not get the answer we 
want or when we want it or how we want it. That’s where faith steps to the front. Can 
we still trust Him even when things are rotten and Heaven seems silent.  
  


