
Job 37 

Vss. 1-13 

• Understanding that the end of Ch. 36 and the start of Ch. 37 is one con:nual thought 
and this en:re sec:on reads like a hymn, here is a powerful tes:mony to the greatness 
of God.  

• As Elihu considers the majesty of God it causes his heart to tremble and leap in his chest.  
• Truly a desert thunderstorm is an awesome thing to behold. To Elihu, the storm is the 

very voice of God. God’s voice roars and thunders and His power causes the lightning to 
streak across the sky, to the ends of the earth. 

• Elihu’s vision of God is very similar to Psalms 29: 
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of the mighty, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to His name. 
Worship the Lord in holy array. 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. The God of glory thunders. 
The Lord is over many waters. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful. The voice of the Lord is majes:c. 
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars. Yes, the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars 
of Lebanon. 

• It is interes:ng that so much of this passage has to do with winter, but when one lives in 
the desert where it is so very hot most of the year, the idea of the world suddenly 
turning biTer cold seems miraculous! 

• “For to the snow He says, ‘Fall on the earth’… And out of the north the cold. From the 
breath of God ice is made and the expanse of the waters is frozen.” 

• It is so cold at :mes, vs. 7 suggests that the cold weather forces outside workers to stay 
inside, but it gives people :me to consider God’s workmanship. 

• Vss. 12-13 demonstrate God’s control over His crea:on. Even something that we might 
consider random, like the jagged twists of a lightning bolt, are by His guidance. 
“Whether for correc:on, or for His world, or for lovingkindness, He causes it to happen.” 

Vss. 14-24 

• Elihu now turns his speech directly to Job, calling on him to “stand and consider the 
wonders of God”. Indeed he is se^ng up what God is about to speak as he points to the 
order of Crea:on and life, with God higher than the heavens and we here below. 

• Elihu puts forward a series of rhetorical ques:ons to help Job and the reader to 
understand how ridiculous it is to try to ques:on God and hold Him to account. Elihu 
uses the quali:es of seasonal weather changes that humans contend with throughout a 



year. So thinking of Summer he asks, “You whose garments are hot, when the land is s:ll 
because of the south wind? Can you, with Him, spread out the skies, strong as a molten 
mirror?” Well no, we can’t. Such is the chasm between ourselves and the majesty and 
power of God. 

• “Teach us what we shall say to Him, Job. We cannot arrange our case because of the 
darkness we live in (Isaiah 9:2). Shall it be told Him that I would speak? Or should we not 
realize that if someone were to confront God face to face he would be swallowed up and 
destroyed?” 

• God the Almighty is beyond our reach. He is exalted with power and filled with jus:ce 
and righteousness. Therefore we are to fear, honor, respect, trust and revere the Lord 
Almighty. 

• As Elihu brings his speech to an end he has perhaps accomplished his goal of taking Job 
to a deeper understanding of the nature of God and has beTer prepared Job for the 
confronta:on with God that is coming next. Elihu now steps back as he should, to allow 
Job and God to go on together. So Elihu has done well, but if he was to be a comforter to 
Job, a bringer of hope, he has offered Job very liTle here. And for all of his theological 
insight, clearly head and shoulders above Job or the Three Friends, he shows his own 
weakness in his understanding of God. God is Love. But where in all of Elihu’s lessons on 
the depths of God’s personality is Love? It is not that God’s love is not available in the 
Old Testament, it just seems that it was rare for those who lived then to see behind the 
power and the glory, to into the true heart of God. It is in the knowledge of the love of 
God for us that we find faith and hope. This is the message Job needed to hear and 
embrace…a message no one ever brought him.     


