Job 36

Vss. 1-

4

Elihu begins to turn his long speech toward a conclusion, but it takes this
chapter and the next to wrap it up.

He tells his listeners that he has more to tell them of the ways of God and
implies that his knowledge comes from God Himself.

The last line of verse 4 may either show a bit of immaturity if he is referring
to himself as the “one who is perfect in knowledge”. Or perhaps he is
referring to God Himself, since it is God who replies in Ch. 38. Or he is
suggesting that despite his youth, God has given him a spiritual wisdom that
is beyond his years (1 Timothy 4:12).

Vss. 5-15

In these verses Elihu demonstrates that he knows some deep truths about
God and then speaks of how people and even kings are subordinate to God
and how God deals with them.

The end of the first line of verse 5 is a little difficult to translate. Yes, God is
mighty like no other, but Alexander Pope translates the next thought as
“But He despises not the pure minded.” So it may not be simply that God is
so mighty that He despises no one, but that He never despises those who
understand His Way. For He “does not keep the wicked alive, but gives
justice to the afflicted.”

In vss. 8-12 Elihu speaks to how God works out His will with the righteous
who are suffering, making no difference between the common person and
kings. If we are honest, often our suffering is the result of our own wrong
doing. Vs. 9 tells us, “Then He declares to them their work and their
transgressions, that they have magnified themselves.” But God does not
despise them. Rather, He “opens their ear to instruction and commands
that they return from evil.” Thus in Matthew’s gospel (4:17), Jesus begins
His ministry after His baptism and temptation, preaching and saying
“Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”



Those who do repent Elihu says will end their days in prosperity, but those
who continue to live turning a deaf ear to God will die violently, die young,
die from the pox, but those who call out to Him He will deliver and will
open their ears to His instruction.

Vss. 16-21

Once one repents from their wicked ways God'’s blessings begin to flow. But
a word of caution: You are still not perfect and you should never be
“enticed” to take an arrogant attitude, a judgmental attitude toward the
wicked. “...do not let the greatness of the ransom turn you aside.” The only
difference between the saved and the lost is Jesus. The saved have nothing
to boast of except Jesus (1 Corinthians 1:26-31).

There is a second warning not to long for the night and death and a third
warning not to turn to evil, that is so you do not become the very thing you
say you hate.

Vss. 22-33

These final verses of Ch. 36 read almost like a hymn as it speaks to the
power and majesty of God. “Behold, God is exalted in His power. Who is a
teacher like Him?” Who indeed is superior to God?

Elihu turns his voice toward Job in vs. 24. Instead of complaining to God,
“Remember that you should exalt His work, of which men have sung.” Claus
Westermann has noted that some of the greatest Christian music has been
born out of human suffering. In times of great trial people discovered they
were able to praise God and even find joy in the midst of their pain. Elihu
wants Job to make that same discovery.

Look around Job and see the majesty of God in His Creation (vss. 27-30).
This sounds very much like Paul in Romans 9-11 where Paul argues that the
Law of God is there in Creation for all to see, no matter where in the world
they may be.

And through God’s intimate work within His Creation “He gives food in
abundance”, but His power and judgement are ever present as well.



