Job 35
Vss. 1-8

e This chapter is a continuation of Elihu’s speech to Job which continues
through Ch. 37. Here he expands his thoughts on the moral relationship
between God and people.

e Elihu responds here to his own quote of Job back in 34:9 where he says Job
has questioned the value of living a life that is pleasing to God. As Elihu puts
it, Job lived such a life by his own estimation and yet he’s lost everything, so
what good did it do? So Elihu asked him, was he only looking for justice?
And is Job’s idea of justice greater than God’s? “For you say, ‘What
advantage will it be to You (Lord)? What profit will | have, more than if | had
sinned?’” Thus Elihu is pointing out to Job that his understanding of our
relationship to God is flawed. It is not like some reciprocal business
relationship where if | do good for God, He will do good for me. And he is
pointing this argument at the three friends as well, who have been similarly
arguing that because Job surely did bad then bad is what he will receive.
Elihu believes they are all wrong.

e Elihu wants them to begin to embrace a much higher view of God than any
of them have had before. He asks them to look to the heavens where God
lives and remind themselves that He is so much higher than humanity in
every way. We cannot personally wound God as if to threaten Him.

e Elihuis not saying that God is completely detached as the Deists believe.
Rather he is suggesting that no one, regardless of their status on earth, can
demand that God fulfill a claim against Him.

e |Instead, Elihu points out that the primary effect of our righteousness or our
evil is felt by other people. Other people can be harmed and threatened or
blessed by how we live our lives.



Vss. 9-16

e Elihu makes an abrupt transition and may overstate his point. “Because of
the multitude of oppressions they cry out. They cry for help because of the
arm of the mighty. But no one says, ‘Where is God my Maker?’”. Here Elihu
may be exposing his youthfulness, for certainly people do cry out to God
when they are in trouble at the hands of the wicked. That was God’s
statement to Moses at the Burning Bush: “I have surely seen the affliction of
My people who are in Egypt and have given heed to their cry because of
their taskmasters, for | am aware of their sufferings.” Exodus 3:7

e Elihu suggests in vs. 12 that there are times when God does not answer
because “of the pride of evil men.” He goes on to state that God will not
listen to an “empty cry”. Again, we serve God. He does not serve us, as if
God were waiting on our beck and call to rush to do our bidding or is like
some divine Santa Claus who exists only to give us what we want (vs. 13).

e And “how much less when you say you do not behold Him?” (vs. 14a) |
spoke with someone recently who said that they were an atheist because
the one time they asked God for something they didn’t get it. It didn’t take
much probing to find that they had really never given God a second thought
ever and then when their own plans wound up getting them in trouble,
THEN they cried out to God for help. And because God did not come riding
over the hill to rescue them, He must not be real. This is exactly the person
Elihu has in mind.

e Elihu concludes vs. 14 using Job’s own legal language: “The case is before
Him and you must wait for Him!” Sorry Job. In court you wait on the judge
to determine the verdict. He is not on your clock.

e Elihu concludes this part of his speech by pointing out that simply because
God has not “visited in His anger” nor corrected things to Job’s satisfaction,
it does not mean that God is utterly detached or does not care about the
condition of people on earth. As John D. W. Watts puts it, “God is not
indifferent towards human affairs, but He does things in His own way.”



