
Job 34 

Vss. 1-9 

• In verses 1-4 Elihu is challenging Job’s three friends and any other who may be sitting on 

the sideline watching the debate and maybe the reader as well! Previously he had said 

that he has a spiritual wisdom, but here he insists that right and wrong are easy to 

discern, no different than tasting food. “Let us choose for ourselves what is right. Let us 

know among ourselves what is good.” 

• In verses 5-9, Elihu summarizes Job’s position: 1) I am righteous 2) God has taken away 

my right 3) Should I lie concerning my right?  4) My wound is incurable, though I am 

without transgression 5) It profits a man nothing when he is pleased with God 

• While Elihu does not directly accuse Job of some huge sin that justifies his extreme 

sufferings, his indictment in verse 7-9 is serious. He wants Job and everyone else to 

know that by his own words, Job puts himself in the company of scoffers, workers of 

iniquity, and wicked men.  

Vss. 10-15 

• Elihu begins this speech by sarcastically lumping Job and his three friends all together: 

“Therefore, listen to me, you men of understanding…”. He’s saying, all of you think you 

are so smart, but you have completely missed the main points!  

• First, it is impossible for God to do wrong. Second, God’s wages, His blessings, are always 

just. God measures with perfect scales. Third, it is not in God’s nature to pervert justice. 

So again, he says to Job, you are wrong because you do not understand the true nature 

of God.  

• In verses 13-15 Elihu refers back to Creation. Who gave God authority over the earth? 

No one! For He alone is the Creator. He alone has authority and claimed it for Himself. 

And God’s character is as dependable as life and breath itself. We have life because God 

determines to spread His breath and Spirit. Should God ever withdraw His breath and 

Spirit it would be the end of all life. So it is in God’s nature to give life and not death.   

Vss. 16-20 

• Elihu launches into a series of rhetorical questions about the nature of authority in 

response to Job’s speech in 12:10-21. Essentially Elihu is arguing that God cannot be held 

to human categories and understandings of “justice”. Human justice is not a fixed thing 

but is constantly shifting. Elihu has stated that God is greater than Man, thus we cannot 

demand that God conform to any definition of justice we may devise. By this Elihu 



dismisses Job’s suggestion that God is being unjust or immoral, for God is beyond our 

limited and fluid ideas of what our words like “unjust” or “immoral” mean.   

Vss. 21-30 

• God knows all of our ways and steps. There is no place we can hide from His eyes. Thus, 

God does not need a special time of judgement, for we have judged ourselves by our 

actions all our lives. So there is no need from God’s perspective to give Job his trial, Elihu 

is saying, because God has already perfectly seen all He needs to see, nor does He owe 

Job an explanation.  

• Elihu points out God’s clear judgement on wicked rulers and how God tears them down 

for all to see. It’s not complicated. “He strikes them like the wicked, in a public place, 

because they turned aside from following Him, and had no regard for any of His ways. 

So that they caused the cry of the poor to come to Him and that He might hear the cry 

of the afflicted…”. 

• Vss. 29-30 are a bit hard to translate. Basically Elihu is saying, that “if God chooses to be 

quiet for a time who are we that we think we can demand that He speak? He doesn’t 

work for us, we work for Him. He watches nations and people, even when He is quiet, 

and sees to it that the people are not ensnared by those in power.”  

Vss. 31-37 

• Here Elihu sums up Job’s cry to God! “I’ve suffered enough. Show me my sin and I 

promise to be good after that.” But the Elihu rather sarcastically asks Job, “Shall He 

recompense on your terms, because you have rejected it? 

For you must choose, and not I.” In other words, “Job, if you’re going to reject God’s 

punishment then you have to reject His mercy too”.  

• Recall that Elihu’s goal is to actually help Job. He has sympathy for Job’s plight and here 

he is afraid that Job’s anger and frustration with God may be seen as painting himself in 

a corner where he is left with only God’s wrath and none of God’s mercy. 


