Job 33

Vss. 1-7

Elihu continues the introduction to his speech in the opening of Ch. 33, declaring that he speaks
from his heart. Unlike the three older men he deferred to, he speaks to challenge Job directly.
He wants Job to understand that they share common ground. Being of the family of Ram (Job
32:2) ties back to Job 1:1, making the two of them countrymen of sorts. He wants to declare that
he too is a son of Adam, made of clay and given life by the breath, the Spirit, the “ruach” of God.
He is with God as Job is, so there is no need for Job to be afraid of put off.

Vss. 8-11

In these verses Elihu is quoting Job’s previous arguments. Job had argued that God has not
answered his claims nor explained that to Job the justification for Job’s pain, treating Job as an
enemy.

Vss. 12-18

Here Elihu states his main case. “You are not right and I'll tell you why: God is greater than man.”
Vs. 14 is key: “Indeed God speaks once or twice, yet no one notices it.” The Revised Standard
Version of the English Bible translates this to mean that God speaks in various ways to us, though
we may not understand. But most translators agree with the New English Bible: “Indeed, once
God has spoken He does not speak a second time to confirm it.” God speaks once and that is
enough. He is God and we are not, so He is not required to go about explain Himself to people.
Verses 15 — 18 speak to the dream Eliphaz told of in 4:12-15 and Job’s story of nightmares in
7:14. Elihu says such dreams have divine purpose for they are God’s means of opening the ears
of people to give warnings and instructions. God’s actions work to keep us from pride and from
death. His work is always to our benefit, though we may not see it or understand it at the time.
“So Job, you are wrong to think God has harmed you.”

Vss. 19-22

Elihu here gives another example of how God deals with us and he aims this directly at Job.
“Man is also chastened with pain on his bed and with unceasing complaint in his bones, so that
his life loathes bread and his soul favorite food. His flesh wastes away from sight and his bones
which were not seen stick out. Then his soul draws near to the pit and his life to those who bring
death.”

“Yes Job, God does punish, chasten, in this way.” But the implication Elihu is making that even in
this, God’s punishment of His children is always for their benefit. God is not capricious, inflicting
pain at random or for amusement as the pagan myths speak of their gods. Whatever
punishment God gives to us is for our ultimate benefit.



Vss. 23-28

Vss.

As we have said, throughout Job the story points to Christ. Here Elihu takes the next step of
thinking through Job’s life and future. Job is the very picture of who vss. 19-22 described: “but
wait, there is a ‘mediator’, a ‘deliverer’”.

Elihu speaks of “an angel...one out of a thousand” perhaps thinking of the Heavenly Council
spoken of in the beginning of the story. Job had this in mind too it seems, speaking of an arbiter
in 9:33 and favorable witness in 16:19-21. The Greeks had the idea of a death angel who is to
carry the dying to Sheol, but may discover that the person is good and just and strong and not
yet ready for death. Thus the death angel declares to God that the person should be released
from death and suffering.

Part of the mediator’s job at this point is “... to remind a man what is right for him.” By this we
are able to correctly understand and interpret our suffering.

What is the “ransom” at the end of vs. 24 but the blood of God’s only Son. Here the price is paid,
but neither Job, nor anyone else understands that at that moment. But Elihu does understand
that God is just, thereby restoring the weakened one to health, who then gives God praise and
asks for forgiveness (vs. 26) and is filled with joy! “He has redeemed my soul from going to the
pit and my life shall see the light.”

We may see in verse 27 where Job may object. Here the rescued person declares, “He will sing to
men and say, ‘| have sinned and perverted what is right...””. This is where Job would take a hard
stop. To his mind he has NOT sinned and has perverted nothing and therefore has nothing to
repent of. This is a point he has stated over and over.

29-33

“God does this all the time Job! Pay attention!”

Here Elihu puts forward a concluding summary. First, he invites Job to refute anything he has
said. He is polite and respectful. He waits to hear from Job so that to his mind he may clear up
Job’s misunderstandings. “Speak, for | desire to justify you!” He only has Job’s best interests at
heart.

Second, if Job has nothing to ask or criticize, then he should be quiet and allow Elihu to continue
to speak and teach him wisdom.

At the end of Elihu’s first speech we find him a bit pompous as he criticizes the three older men
and Job, but he sees Job’s points better than the others. Surely Elihu agrees with Eliphaz that no
one can stand perfectly clean and wholly justified before God. But he does not agree that Job
must have committed some egregious sin to merit such pain. He wants to understand Job’s side
of the story and help him.

Elihu wants Job to understand: 1) That Job has not looked deeply enough into the ways of God to
understand the purposes of God. 2) God’s ways are always redemptive. 3) God is NOT your
enemy. 4) He is open to Job’s idea of a heavenly mediator. More than he could have known, Elihu
is pointing to the need for Jesus.



