
Job 32 

Elihu, a young observant, man begins to speak 
Verse 1: Job is righteous in his own eyes  

 Compare with Judges 21:25. Is the meaning the same? 

Verse 2-5: First mention of Elihu, identified by heritage and age. 

 Family of Ram, David’s ancestor 

 Respectful – waited for elders to finish speaking 

 Angry (young man) with Eliphaz, Bildad & Zophar because they have failed to 
convince Job that he has committed a great sin, though they have not been 
convinced of Job’s innocence. 

    with Job who has gone from 2:10 to 31:35-37 

Verse 6-9: Elihu declares why he may speak 

  He has deferred to Age = Wisdom, but 

  Wisdom dwells in “the breath of the Almighty”, so 

  “Not only the old who are wise” 

Verse 10-14: Elihu declares why he should speak 

  He has listened to all of them, now they should listen to him (10-12) 

Eliphaz, Bildad & Zophar have lost their debate with Job and have left him to 
his obstinacy (12-13) 

Job is not innocent, has not faced Elihu’s accusations which are not the 
same as Eliphaz, Bildad & Zophar (14) 

Verse 15-22: Elihu declares why he must speak 

Eliphaz, Bildad & Zophar have given up (15) 

Job must be shown his guilt (16-20) 

He will be unbiased (truthful) (21) 

God punishes wrongdoing (22) 



NOTE: Verse 22 gives a hint of Elihu’s coming arguments – Job’s suffering is producing sin in 
Job (verse 2:10 compared to 31:35-37) 

Question – Why is there suffering? Review the End of Innocence, Genesis 3 

 

 


