Job 31

Vss. 1-4

In Ch. 31 Job makes one final plea for his innocence. He declares that he has mastered
his senses, his ethics, and his morality, all to honor the Way of God'’s righteousness.

“I have made a covenant with my eyes. How then could | gaze at a virgin?”, meaning, “I
have committed every part of myself — mind, body, and spirit — to God. How then could |
look with lust at beautiful young girl?” God sees his ways and numbers his steps, so that
calamity with fall on him as on those who do not keep His ways.

Vss. 5-8

He challenges God to measure him with “accurate scales”. Being weighed with just scales
was a common biblical metaphor for justice (Job 6:2, Daniel 5:27, Matthew 7:2).

The “If” statements were a common means of making an oath, as if to say here that no
matter what | will be faithful and should | fail, just let me starve while others eat his
food.

Vss. 9-15

Job swears that he is innocent of adultery and if he is guilty give his wife to another man.
If he is guilty, let others eat his food and take his wife. Let him be punished for any crime
against another man’s wife or daughter if were truly guilty, even a punishment taking all
he has and have him burned.

In vss. 13-15 Job pleads innocence to any charge of mistreating his slaves and servants.
Job recognizes the similarity of his relationship with his servants and God’s relationship
with him. He shows remarkable insight into how we are all God’s children. Verse 15
sounds very much like Paul in Ephesians 6:9, “And masters, do the same things to them,
and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and
there is no partiality with Him.”

Vss. 16-23

Certainly here Job is looking directly at Eliphaz, who directly accused him of these very
things in 22:7-9. Job declares that he has always been a friend to the poor and widowed,
and a generous father to orphans. He has clothed the naked (Matthew 25:36). He has
never acted as a bully against the weak, for he fears the majesty of God.



Vss. 24-28

Job declares that he has never created or worshipped any false gods. He has never put
his trust and confidence in gold. Gold and wealth have never been his god. Nor has he
looked to the sun or moon as objects of worship as many had done. An idol of stone may
be kissed but worshipping the sun or moon requires throwing a kiss of adoration, which
he has never done.

To have done any of those things would have been to deny God, to turn his back on God,
an act of apostacy that would demand divine judgement.

Vss. 29-34

Unlike the common practice of dancing over the defeat of one’s enemies, Job has been
gracious to them, which God commands in Exodus 24:4-5, Leviticus 19:18, and is
restated in Proverbs 20:22.

Vss. 31-32 speak to his hospitality for foreign travelers. He has protected these people at
great risk to himself against locals who would abuse them as the Sodomites were
demanding in Genesis 19.

Vss. 35-37

What Job is looking for here is a list of the charges against him. He cannot answer
charges he is unaware of. He is demanding to hear from the Judge. He’ll sign it and own
it! This is oddly similar to Zechariah 3 where the Adversary is Satan and he is accusing a
man but cannot win the argument. There the Lord fully restores the man and orders a
crown for him, the same word used by Job to demonstrate his guilt.

Vss. 38-40

Finally, having argued strongly that no human being has a legitimate case against him
(and therefore neither should the Lord), Job adds one more oath as a postscript, “If my
land cries out against me...”. If he has somehow been a poor farmer, a poor steward of
the land, then “Let briars grow instead of wheat and stinkweed instead of barley.” This is
similar to the previous oaths concerning his righteousness and morality.

“The words of Job are ended.” On the one hand Job has defeated Satan and now won
the argument over his three friends, though Elihu will take one last shot. But Job has not
made any progress in getting a hearing before the Divine Judge of Creation. In fact he
has somewhat created more problems for himself in that respect, which God Himself
addresses in chapters 38-41.




